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About the Program

F

or more than 50 years, Penn State’s
Counselor Education doctoral program
has helped develop extraordinary leaders
who make a difference in their field,
and who work to extend the knowledge
base of the counseling profession.

Program Highlights
•N
 ational recognition
including consistent top 10
national rankings in
US News & World Report
•E
 mphasis on integrating
counseling applications,
high levels of scholarship,
service commitment, and
multiculturalism
•A
 ccredited by the Council
for Accreditation of
Counseling and Related
Educational Programs
(CACREP)

• High job placement rate
of graduates throughout
the country and abroad
in counseling, faculty,
and related professional
positions
• Engaged faculty,
graduates, and
students who regularly
participate in professional
organizations and assume
leadership positions in
those organizations

Between the resources at Penn State, the
supportive faculty, and the welcoming
environment, it created the ideal setting to
successfully maneuver through the counselor
education doctoral program. The learning climate
is inviting and provided a safe space for me to
express my goals and attain them.
—Kaprea F. Johnson, Ph.D., NCC
School Counseling Program Coordinator at
Old Dominion University

Faculty
To help prepare students, Penn State offers doctoral
candidates the chance to work with a world-class faculty
that has been repeatedly recognized for its outstanding
research and scholarship. The Chronicle of Higher
Education ranked our faculty scholarly productivity first in
the country with more than 600 journal articles, 50 books,
and 600 presentations.

I enjoyed learning from professors who were
truly interested in my personal and professional
growth and actively engaged in their own research. The
faculty allowed and assisted me as I tailored academic
and internship requirements to meet my specific goals.
Even now, I don’t hesitate to make a phone call or send
an email to former professors, as they are always
willing to provide solid advice.
—Stuart Roe, Ph.D., NCC
Assistant Professor at The College of New Jersey

Faculty Awards
Here are some examples of awards that our faculty
members have received.
• David Brooks Distinguished Mentor Award from the
American Counseling Association
• Association of Counselor Education and Supervision
Distinguished Mentor Award
• American Counseling Association Research Award
• Outstanding Rehabilitation Counselor Educator of the
Year Award from the National Council on Rehabilitation
Education

The contributions of Penn State’s faculty
are well respected and acknowledged in the
counselor education community. As a result, their
support of my work has been instrumental in my
receiving opportunities to broaden and deepen my
skills as a clinician and emerging scholar.
—Michael D. Hannon, Ed.S., NCC
Assistant Professor at Brooklyn College
A full list of program faculty members is available on our website.

Q: 	What are the Program Prerequisites?
A: 	Applicants should possess a master’s degree in counseling
or a closely related field. In addition, applicants should
possess relevant experience. The amount, type, and
degree of applicant experience in professional counseling
and/or related experience will be closely evaluated for
admission.

FAQ

Credit-hours from the master’s degree will be granted
toward the doctoral program. Coursework is typically
completed in two and a half years with dissertation
undertaken during the third year. The program is a
combination of counselor education coursework,
practicums, internships, research, and dissertations.

Q: 	Is financial assistance available?
A: 	Yes, current full-time students generally receive
financial assistance in the form of fellowships or graduate
assistantships. Further information about loans, grants, and
scholarships is also available from the Office of Student Aid.

Visit us at www.ed.psu.edu/educ/epcse/counselor-education

Contacts:

JoLynn V. Carney, Ph.D.
Associate Professor of
Counselor Education
Coordinator, Doctoral Program
814-863-2404
jcarney@psu.edu


Christine Andrus
Administrative Assistant
814-865-8304
cma18@psu.edu

Penn State is committed to affirmative action, equal opportunity, and the diversity of its workforce. U.Ed. EDU 14-14

Q: 	What are the Program Requirements?
A: 	The program requires a total of 96 graduate-level credits.

