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Context
As an intern in The Professional Development School of Pennsylvania State
University in conjunction with the State College Area School District, I had the
opportunity to use iPads with my class of twenty-four Kindergarten students. Through
this opportunity, I became interested in how to effectively use iPads to enhance
instruction with this age child. Later, I decided to focus the inquiry on using iPad to
enhance emergent literacy skills.
All students in the Kindergarten classroom are assessed each quarter through
progress monitoring using Aims web. Kindergarten students are expected to read twentyfive early emergent sight words to meet the end year benchmark.
In my Kindergarten classroom part of language arts instruction involves literacy
stations, where groups of three or four students rotate through three stations daily.

The

stations typically include guided reading, read to self, fine motor, word work using Words
Their Way, and an iPad station.
In order to limit the focus of the inquiry, I chose to observe one specific group of
four slightly below level students. The group consists of three boys and one girl. I chose
to observe this group specifically because they represent the norm for Kindergarten
students at this point in the school year. This group of children has not yet consistently
mastered reading early emergent sight words and do not consistently use the words in
their writing. Of the students in the iPad group, no one exhibits behavioral differences,
or has specific social or emotional needs. I am interested in determining if the
implementation of instructional iPad applications will help students to automatically read
and write sight words, an important emergent reading skill.
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Rationale
Since the beginning of the school year, students had been using iPads at a literacy
station. Students were directed to use iPads independently using the application of their
choice. These numerous applications involved for example, a variety of math games,
Letter Bingo, Stack the States, Drawing Pad, and Magnetic Letters.

Students

tremendously enjoyed this.
When considering an inquiry study, I chose to focus on how to use iPads more
intentionally to specifically reinforce sight word vocabulary. I hoped to explore
applications that could be utilized to purposefully strengthen sight word vocabulary in
both reading and writing within a two-month time frame. A quote I believed to be true
found in the New York Times article, Math That Moves: Schools Embrace the iPad, “I
think this could very well be the biggest thing to hit school technology since the overhead
projector,” Mr. Wolfe said.” This quote is something that I chose to explore further to
find evidence to support that iPads are the new and up coming technology. (Winnie Hu,
January 4, 2011)

Main Wondering
How can iPads be used effectively as an instructional tool to improve literacy skills,
specifically sight word vocabulary, in kindergarten?
Sub Questions:
•
•
•

How can iPads be used to reinforce students reading sight words?
How can iPads be used to reinforce the writing of sight words correctly?
How can iPads be used more purposefully during literacy stations?
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Data Collection
Collecting Baseline Data Using twenty five specific word wall words (sight words)
Identified four students as The iPad group and will monitor their progress throughout the
study. However, all students in the class were using the applications I used with the iPad
group.
• Individually assessed the student’s ability to read the words in isolation on a
checklist
• Used spelling inventory to assess ability to spell the words without using the word
wall. Due to the developmental level of the students, I chose ten of the twentyfive words for spelling assessment.
• Used a Kid Writing sample with all students to determine how frequently students
were correctly spelling word wall words in written work
• All students in the class used the iPads everyday for fifteen minutes.
Ongoing Data Collection
During this phase of the study, students in the iPad Group used only two specific
applications; Magnetic Letters and Comic Life. The students initially used only Magnetic
Letters to practice reading and spelling the sight words. I collected samples of their Kid
Writing to assess if they were using and spelling the words correctly in their writing. I
used a checklist to determine if they were spelling the words correctly. The checklist
included the following categories: Does the student turn to use the word wall, or know
how to spell the word?, if not using the word wall, is the word spelled correctly?, Does
the student know how to read the word in his/her writing?
In addition to checklists, I conducted weekly whole class “iPad Chats”. During
these discussions, the students gave feedback when asked probing questions such as
“How is using Magnetic Letters helping you to write your words without using the word
wall?” Their responses were often humorous and they unanimously agreed that they did
not enjoy using Magnetic Letters. “I don’t really like this game, and I just rush through it
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so I can play Stack the States.” From these discussions, I quickly realized that this would
not necessarily be effective. I also became concerned that the students would begin to
resent writing because this application was not interesting to them.
I searched for a more interesting application, but was restricted by the limited
number of applications available through the school district because…. A quote I found
to be interesting in the article, 103 Ways to use iPads in a Classroom, says, “Comics are
a great way to get children to record or report their experiences & learning.” (Barrate, T.,
year?) This quote stood out to me because it gave me the idea for how to implement my
next application. I knew that Big Books were tremendously motivating and enjoyable to
this class so I began to investigate how to incorporate this with iPads. I decided to pursue
using Comic Life.
I taught the students to take pictures of the twenty-five sight words as they read
them in Big Books. Initially students worked in partners in order to practice doing
multiple tasks such as locating the word, finding it with the camera, and properly aligning
it, then pressing the button to take the picture. As students became more adept, they
began to work independently. Finally students made personal word walls by making a
collage of the words they photographed.
Through iPad Chats, I found that the students were extremely motivated by using
Comic Life. I again collected data using a checklist to determine if the students were
using the words without the word wall and used a weekly checklist to assess if they could
read the words in isolation.
Post assessment
• Individually assessed the student’s ability to read the words in isolation on a
checklist
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Used spelling inventory to assess ability to spell the words without using the word
wall. Due to the developmental level of the students, I chose ten of the twentyfive words for spelling assessment.
Used a Kid Writing sample with all students to determine how frequently students
were correctly spelling word wall words in written work
Created a survey for the fifth grade Book Buddies to complete while observing
the kindergarten students use Comic Life.

Data Analysis
When collecting data for this inquiry, I wanted to be sure that I had enough
information to generate strong claims. I collected pre-intervention data in the form of
student work such as a spelling inventory, Kid Writing examples, kindergarten
assessment books, and through teacher checklists. I began to compare the student work
to identify the progression of specific students.
The next step of my data analysis was to review the anecdotal recorded I recorded
during weekly iPad chats. Finally, I will begin to compare my pre-intervention works to
my post intervention data. This will allow me to create master charts, graphs, and
visualize my student’s progression through this process. In doing this, I was able to
develop three strong, evidence-based claims.

Evidence Based Claims
Claim #1: The use of iPads as an instructional tool has influenced student
perception of how iPads can be used.
Through observations, on-going assessment, and iPad Chat conversations, it can
be determined that students’ perception of iPad use in the classroom has changed. Before
the inquiry study, students had quickly moved through the assigned application, and
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moved on to a free choice application. At the end of the inquiry, students were more
purposeful and excited about assigned applications, specifically Magnetic Letters and
Comic Life. Students’ interaction with each other as they enthusiastically used Comic
Life to find and photograph word wall words demonstrates that they were able to
recognize that assigned iPad activities are not only fun, but instructional as well. Along
with these observations, students demonstrated their new perception of iPads during
weekly chats. They explained how they enjoy finding words in big books. One student
said, “I like using Comic Life because it helps me to read.” (Appendix B)
Unknown
Formatted: Font:12 pt

Another quote that further demonstrates students’ interest in the new instruction apps, “I
like using Magnetic Letters because it helps me to remember how to spell the word wall
words when I am doing Kid Writing.” (See picture, Appendix C) Student conversations,
observations of students, and their interaction with one another, demonstrate the claim
that students’ perception of instructional iPad time has changed. Students once thought
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iPads were only enjoyable if they had free choice of applications, but the implementation
of Comic Life has changed their perception.

Claim #2: Using educational and motivational iPad applications increases student
engagement and interest in literacy.
As stated in Transforming Education Through Technology, Putting the iPad to
Work in Elementary Classrooms, “More than the use of the technology to simply assess
student's skills through computerized assessments, some of the most interesting
applications are those that allow for student creativity and critical thinking” (Peter Levy,
July 11, 2011) The success of this inquiry was based on my understanding of students’
interests. Students typically enjoy using iPads, and Kindergarten students typically enjoy
exploring big books. By combining student interest in both, engagement and interest in
literacy blossomed. The students demonstrated their motivation to succeed at this
activity through video documentation, weekly iPad chats, on-going observation, and
classroom teacher feedback. Video documentation captured positive interaction with
students who were working as partners during this time. (See Video, Appendix D)

Boy: “I found the word “get” but I can’t find it with the camera.”
Girl: “Here, let me point to it. Find my finger”
Boy is successful at taking the picture of the word with the help of his peer. Girl
continues to flip the page of the big book, while boy saves the picture in the personal
word wall.
Boy: “I!” Look, “I”
Girl: Looks at the Word Wall: No we do not have “I” on the word wall. Let’s keep
looking.”
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One particular student had some advice taken to heart, which seemed to work well
in continuing the momentum for motivation and interest. He said, “I really like Comic
Life, but I really like playing other games. Maybe we can have a day where we can play
whatever we want?” Hence, Free Choice Friday was created when students were allowed
to use a free choice app, or continue with Comic Life. About 60% of the students chose
to use Comic Life on a free day. This demonstrates that many students enjoyed this app,
and were motivated to succeed at this activity.
Throughout the study, students continued to show interest and were enthusiastic
about using Comic Life with big books. They worked cooperatively and enjoyed reading
independently or in partners. This demonstrates that using motivational iPad
applications increased students’ interest and engagement.

Claim #3: The use of iPads has improved student understanding of reading and
spelling of sight words.
There are several different strategies used to support this claim. The first was
comparing the pre/post-assessments. Students were given a list of words to read in
isolation. A checklist was used to record success. As demonstrated in the example, this
particular average student made significant progress in his ability to read sight words.
(See image, Appendix E) In addition to reading, students were asked to spell eight out of
the twenty-five sight words. Pre-test and post-test data illustrate the significant
improvement this same student made with spelling sight words. (See image, Appendix
F). The student was able to recognize patterns and the rules of writing, which is clearly
demonstrated in this assessment.
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In addition to the comparison of the tests, Kid Writing progress in reading and
writing sight words was monitored through an original checklist. (See image, Appendix
G) Students were monitored on word use, correct spelling, and ability to read the word
aloud.

This on-going assessment justified this claim that students improved

significantly with spelling and reading sight word vocabulary. A chart was created to
display four particular students’ progress in reading (see image, appendix H) and spelling
(see image, appendix I) of sight words.

Reflection and Future Practice
I enjoyed familiarizing myself with the use of iPads and the proper way to
implement them in a kindergarten classroom. I have found much success with the Comic
Life application, and I am proud to say my students enjoy doing this activity.
Unfortunately, given the restrictions on time, I was not able to fully complete this
inquiry. There are many aspects I wish I had had time for or could change. If I had a
year to complete this inquiry, I would have taken my current knowledge about
incorporating motivating applications during independent iPad time, and explored other
applications. If students had been purposefully taught how to use iPad applications
correctly, many of the applications provided could be motivating and instructional as
well.
If I were to do this process again, there are some things I would change. First,
when completing the baseline data and post assessment data, I would assess the students’
ability to use the words in context as well as write them. This would have given me
concrete evidence to support their ability to read the words, which is one of my sub
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questions. This data would clearly show their improvement in reading and how iPads
assisted them with this improvement. The second thing I would change is the spelling
inventory assessment of the eight sight words. I should have narrowed the focus and
monitored those eight words through out this process, instead of looking at all twentyfive word wall words. The ongoing assessment checklists were used to track the
students’ progress with all of the sight words, when it would have been more concrete if I
would only track the eight tested.
When I have my own classroom next year, I hope to have the opportunity to have
access to iPads. I find them to be very beneficial when the students are instructed to use
them properly, and they can serve as great practice in all subject areas. I will start the
year with instructional iPad time. It was difficult for my students to transition from being
able to play with iPads to work time. Free choice time would be used to continue to
motivate students to want to use iPads instructionally. This inquiry study was beneficial
to me as a teacher and it demonstrates that students need careful instruction with
purposeful applications, and that motivation and interest are a key factor when using
iPads with students. I will continue to explore different ways to use and improve
technology in the classroom.
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APPENDICES
Appendix A: Inquiry Brief

Context
Gender/Cultural Background
There are twenty-four students in my Kindergarten class: two African Americans, two Hispanic,
two Asians, one Middle Eastern and seventeen Caucasians, all between the ages of five and six. There are
fourteen boys and ten girls in our classroom. Seven students have parents who are highly involved in the
PTA, ten students have older siblings in the school, three students are only children, five students have
parents who are frequent parent helpers, five students live in a low income housing community and two
students do not have working internet.
Academic Levels
About three fourths of my students attended pre-school or day-care prior to beginning
kindergarten. Four students, two girls and two boys, are able to read on a second/third grade reading level.
These four students also excel in writing. Sixteen students are reading at grade level and they also meet
grade level in their writing skills. Five students do not know their letters or sounds and they are not able to
write a sentence. Among those five students, three girls are placed in Tier 2 for Response to Instruction and
Intervention (RTII), and the one boy is placed in Tier 3 for RTII. All five students exit the classroom daily
for math and reading support. Additional support is provided in the classroom at all times by our
paraprofessional and they are progress monitored weekly, using the Aims Web assessments.
Students are grouped according to their academic ability during literacy stations. Students are
placed in groups of 4 to 5 students and rotate to different stations. There is a Guided Reading station, two
iPad tables, Read to Self Center, Words Their Way center, and a Fine Motor Center. The students will
rotate three times on a given day, and will work at the remaining three stations the following day. My
mentor teacher and I teach Guided Reading, and the paraprofessional teaches Words Their Way. We have
students ranging from “High Frequency Reader” books to level F books. The group of students that I chose
to observe for my iPad inquiry is an average range group. The group of four students read at bout a Level
“C” book instructionally and half of them can create sentences independently during Kid Writing. (Kid
Writing is a time when students can write about an experience they had, or something they look forward to.
They are training their brain to sound out words independently and becoming familiar with words through
adult writing. Adults will correct students spelling by writing the correct words underneath the students
invented spelling. After they have a conversation about why the words are spelled the way they are,
students gain exposure to how to sound out words properly.) The group consists of three boys and one girl.
I chose to observe this group specifically because they have not yet consistently mastered the required
reading and writing high frequency words. I am interested in seeing if the implementation of instructional
iPad time would help the students automatically read and write sight words, an important emergent reading
skill.
Behavior Patterns
One five-year-old girl, who is in Tier 2, is diagnosed with Attention Deficit Hyperactive Disorder
(ADHD) and has a form of Pervasive Developmental Disorder (PDD). Not one of the students is
diagnosed with a learning disability or severe medical condition. Two students have speech Individual
Education Plans (IEPs) and one student has occupational therapy intervention. Two boys have difficulty
following daily directions and need constant reminders throughout the day.
Social Relationships
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Some students in kindergarten have difficulty making friends or have difficulty behaving correctly
in social situations. They often play by themselves or too aggressively with others during recess or Choice
Time. The other twenty-two students play together cooperatively.
Learning Style/Learning Preference
This is an ongoing informal assessment of style and preference and may be changed throughout
the year as I observe students closely. Most students, at this point, appear to learn through visual or
auditory modalities, or a combination of both. Some students appear to be tactile or kinesthetic learners.
As I notice preferences I will note them. At this point one student shows a musical preference, two are
artistic/creative, and several show advanced interpersonal skills.
The students in my class all learn in their own way but seem to take a special interest in using
iPads. By implementing iPads for a purpose during literacy stations, I wonder if all learning styles will be
touched upon, and literacy skills will be reinforced with all students.
Conclusion
Each student in my classroom is learning how to be a friend to one another and is learning how to
behave in school. Each child, at some point in the day, is in need of redirection, but much of our day is
centered on modeling, repetition, and direct instruction. The information on the profile will be used to
differentiate instruction in the areas of readiness, learning style, and learning preference.

Rationale
In the State College Area School District they did a pilot where classroom teachers were asked to
test the use of iPads in their classrooms for a year. After the district received feedback from the
participating teachers, they decided to purchase iPad carts for the district in hopes that they would
successfully enrich students with technology. They made the decision to supply iPad carts to all K-2
teachers in the district. Each grade is supplied a cart that they share with colleagues in the same grade. The
purpose of buying the iPads for all K-2 grade levels was that students at the primary level would be able to
carry iPads independently with ease and use them on their laps during carpet time. iPads are also half the
cost of a laptop. The school district also believed that having iPads would allow students easy exposure to
all topics at their fingertips. They believed students could grow academically through the correct use of the
purchased apps. So with the success of the pilot, the district was able to purchase this technology.
As my mentor and I discussed my inquiry question, we came to the idea of how interesting it
would be to be able to use the iPads successfully during literacy stations. Currently during literacy stations,
we use iPads at two independent tables, where the students can play any app that they choose. In hopes to
be able to use apps for more academic purposes, I hope to find that the use of iPads will reinforce high
frequency words, letter formation, and phonemic awareness. By doing this, I feel that students will benefit
educationally from the independent down time they are having each day and I will find a purpose for that
time.

Main Wondering
How can iPads be used effectively as an instructional tool to improve literacy skills in kindergarten?

Sub Questions:
1.
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2.

How can iPads be used to reinforce students understanding of phonemic awareness?

3.
How can iPads be used to reinforce students understanding of writing high frequency
words?
4.

How can iPads be used more purposefully during literacy stations?

Inquiry Time Line

Week of:
February 6th
-Chose Sub questions/ focus
-E-mail Jane Steff (Technology specialist) to obtain background information about why the district
purchased iPads.
-Complete annotated bib and brief
-Get in touch with iPad committee in the district to see if I could sit in on a meeting or if I can find
information about apps that they are thinking about getting for upcoming years.

February 13th
-Inquiry Brief Due
-Meet with Kris to go over brief and bib 2/14
-Collect data with out incorporating findings
-Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday- Observe all groups of students using the iPads. What apps do they use?
What are they doing during this time? Do they work independently? Are their patterns in that apps they
choose? Do they know how to use the apps?

February 20th
-Tuesday/ Wednesday- Observe (Groups) students during guided reading station. How are they with
reading/ identifying site words? Do they use reading strategies to find words? What stage of
writing/reading are they?
-Thursday- based off of baseline information on whole class, select a group to focus on during this study.
(group 3). Observe them specifically using the iPads. Interview them to see what they do during this time.
What is their favorite app? Why? Do they play it every time? Is it because they like the app or don’t know
how to play any others? Why do you like using ipads? Etc.
Friday- Observe students creating site words at table 5. Are they coming up with words on their own? Are
they using the word wall? Are they looking at a neighbor? Are they looking around the room? Do they have
an understanding of phonemic awareness?

February 27th
-Monday- Observe group three during “Words Their Way” station. Are they focused? Are they able to
match words with pictures independently? Do they understand word families with pictures and words?
How could an app help the students do this successfully?
Wednesday- Interview students to see what they think about having specific apps during each literacy
station. Find out if they understand the purpose of words/ sentences/ meaning when reading. Tell students
that tomorrow an app will be introduced to help with site words and phonemic awareness.
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-REVISED DRAFT DUE 2/29
Thursday- During a “Unit Lesson” introduce the new App. “ABC Letters” and the “iFind” Word Wall”
activity sheet. Model how to do the activity, and how to use the work sheet. Create a site word using the
abc letters, and mark off on the activity sheet that we made the letter with a smile, heart, star, check … etc.
Invite students to do the app independently at their seats and document how they do.
Later, during literacy station, explain that during iPad time, the students are only allowed to do the ABC
letters app, and repeat the “iFind” work sheet. Record how they do.
-Reflect on findings- Will this activity help them write site words during kid writing? Will this activity help
them recognize site words while reading?
Friday- Collect Spelling inventory data at table 5 - Have the students write high frequency words with out
the use of the word wall. This will be used as a comparison for before and after the implementation of the
apps.

March 5th
Spring Break
March 12th
-Monday- Thursday- Record how students do using the new app. How are they doing in Kid Writing? Do
we see a difference with the use of site words when writing or reading?
(collect kid writing- site word improvement?)
Friday- “iPad talk”- Whole group recorded discussion to see how students feel about the new use of iPads
during literacy time. What do they think? Do they like getting practice writing the word wall words?
…etc. This will allow students to feel like they have a say in what they are doing, and they may come up
with idea for new ways to incorporate the iPads.

March 19th

Monday- Incorporate new app. “ABC Bingo” whole group during morning meeting. Model how to do it,
and have a conversation that during literacy stations, they must do this app only. Observe how they do with
this app.
Tuesday- Observe their use of the App.
Wednesday- Allow students to use “ABC letters” or “ABC Bingo”- See what students use more? Ask them
why they chose the app that they did. Why do they like it better?
Thursday/ Friday- Continue to observe them using either of the two apps. Are they using it correctly? Do
they still need to reference the word wall? Is it natural?
Friday- Collect and Analyze data. What worked? What did not work? Was it successful? What apps did
you find to be the most purposeful? Did it seem to improve students use of site words and phonemic
awareness? Is this app worth repeating next week?

March 26th
Monday- Continue to observe them using either of the two apps to refresh their memory.
Tuesday- Have the students use the apps at table 4. Then at table 5 students will be given a “Spelling
inventory” using the site words they have been using every day during iPad time. Collect their papers, and
compare how well they do with spelling site words. Compare how they did to before Apps were
introduced.
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Wednesday- Friday- Collect and Analyze data. What worked? What did not work? Was it successful?
What apps did you find to be the most purposeful? Did it seem to improve students use of site words and
phonemic awareness?

April 2nd

Collect and Analyze data. What worked? What did not work? Was it successful? What apps did you find
to be the most purposeful? Did it seem to improve students use of site words and phonemic awareness?
Interview students on their thoughts of the new apps.
-Inquiry Paper Draft Due 4/7
-Continue use of apps during literacy stations

April 9th

-Analyze findings
-Prepare for Conference
-Continue use of apps during literacy stations

April 16th

-Analyze findings
-re-do spelling inventory a final time.
-Continue use of apps during literacy stations
-Prepare for Conference

April 23rd

-Week off of teaching
-Analyze findings
-Prepare for conference
-INQUIRY CONFERENCE ON THE 28TH

April 30th
Final Inquiry Due! (1st)
May 20th
Inquiry paper for publication??

Data collection
Observation-During these next several weeks, I will observe what my students choose to play with during
independent iPad time to obtain baseline information. Are there patterns? Do they all show
interest in the same things? What are they getting out of this time educationally? I will document
my findings, and incorporate the findings into my future introductions.
-After teaching students how to properly use an app independently, I will then observe students
during this time to see if they begin to master high frequency words, understand the importance of
letter/sound correlation, and are they still able to work independently with the apps.
Interviews-
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-Before beginning my inquiry, I spoke to four teachers and interviewed the districts Technical
Support personal of Corl Street. She was able to give me background info about the iPads, and
ideas for how to incorporate iPads effectively.
- I will also interview three kindergarten teachers through out this process on how they use the
iPads as an effective instructional tool to support literacy.
-During this process, I plan on interviewing four my students to hear their thoughts on the use of
iPads in the new way. I will ask about the pros and cons to try and find out what is effective and
why students feel this way.
Student Work-Before these apps are implemented, I will document how well the students write and read site
words by doing a spelling inventory. I will ask students to spell the words on the word wall with
out the use of the word wall. This will be used as a comparison.
-A second time the spelling inventory will be done after the first app has been implemented and
mastered. This will document student progress.
-The third and final time the spelling inventory is done, this will document if the app influenced
the students with writing and reading site words through the use of this app.
I will also collect the four students kid writing periodically through out this semester to determine
if the students are improving with writing site words in a sentence.
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Appendix B: Picture of students taking an image in big book
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Appendix C: Students work Sheet with Magnetic Letter
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Appendix D: Video of interaction
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Appendix E: Reading pre/post assessment
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Appendix F: Spelling pre/post assessment
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Appendix G: Kid Writing Checklist

Appendix H: Progress with Reading
STUDENT

Percentage of words read
correctly
Pre-assessment

Percentage of words read
correctly
Post- assessment

Student A
Student B
Student C
Student D

67%
64%
54%
47%

99%
87%
92%
85%

Appendix I: Progress with Spelling

STUDENT

Percentage of words spelled
correctly
Pre-assessment

Percentage of words spelled
correctly
Post- assessment

Student A
Student B
Student C
Student D

79%
46%
64%
42%

89%
75%
82%
65%
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but rather a powerful and versatile tool with a multitude of applications, including
thousands with educational uses.” This supports my theory on iPads and it fit with my
new finding of this inquiry.

Levy, P. (2011, July 11). Putting the iPad to work in elementary classrooms. The
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Journal: Transforming Education Through Technology. Retrieved from
http://thejournal.com/articles/2011/07/11/putting-the-ipad-to-work-inelementary-classrooms.aspx
This article is interesting because it talks about how many textbook companies are now
creating applications where teachers can easily access books online. Each student can
download the text book to the class iPad carts, and never have to use a real text book.
This is interesting for my research because this gives me insights and points of interest to
talk about during my presentation.
Lowther, G., Morrison, D. (2002). Integrating computer technology into the classroom
(third
edition). New Jersey: Pearson Merrill Prentice Hall.
I plan to use this book as a background source for how to properly incorporate
technology in the classroom. This book gives you ideas to think about when planning and
implementing a new use of technology, which will be helpful during my first several
weeks of implementing. This book also helps with assessment. It gives the reader an
idea of how to approach assessment during the use of this technology, and certain things
to look for. I will use this book to give me ideas for what I will observe for, when my
students are independently working with iPads. This book also gives great ideas on how
to collaborate, connect with the community, and differentiation. It talks about recording
students read, conversations we have about educational topics, or making a video to show
parents. This is a great idea to start incorporating this during literacy stations because
having students listen to themselves read, will help the struggling students hear
themselves, but will also help the strong students with comprehension.

Mkaufman, B (March 2, 2012). Latest deployment of iPads in schools. iPad in schools.
Retrieved from http://www.ipadinschools.com/328/largest-deployment-ofipads-in-schools/
This website describes how iPads are the new up and coming technology in classrooms.
Many districts in the united stated are trying to implement iPads into all classrooms and
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the purpose for technology in the classroom. I will use this article to support my topic of
implementing iPads in a kindergarten classroom to improve literacy skills.
Moersch, C. (2002). Beyond hardware using technology to promote higher-level
thinking.
Oregon: International Society for Technology in Education.
This book gives a guideline for research that has been conducted that proves that
technology improves thinking skills. This information will help me support my findings
with research. The book also discusses a systematic change that needs to be made if
technology is being presented. Teachers and schools need to collaborate and work
together in order to use these technologies correctly. This will also help support my
paper, after I find the most effective way to use this technology. This book talks about
the technology standards that have become enforced in certain school districts to become
a “21st century” school. I will be able to use these national standards to decide if this
technology is effective enough to become a standard for State College. This book also
goes over several studies that have been conducted that prove the success of teachers that
have implemented technology in the classroom. I will use this information to gather
ideas, and use it as support for my findings.
Rotherham, A. Willingham D. (2009, September). 21st Century skills: the challenges
ahead.
Educational Leadership, vol 67, 16-21.
This article talks about how to transform classrooms and schools to move toward the 21st
century movement. It talks about the different ways to pay attention to curriculum when
incorporating technology skills, the quality of what we are teaching, and the assessment
tools we should be using. I can use this article in order to remember what important
aspects of teaching I should be paying attention to when incorporating iPads, and
important aspects I should not forget to include. This is based on research, so I can also
use this to support my data.
Sprenger, M. (2009, September). Focusing the digital brain. Educational Leadership, vol
67,
34-39.
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This article contrasts the use of technology in classrooms. The research that has been
conducted in this article states that students focus way too much of their communication
and learning with technology and multitasking. This article talks about how students
often feel like they want to be online or use technology so they can feel connected to the
world. The researchers have stated that teachers need to learn how to incorporate learning
styles that are different and still “connected” in order for this generation to have an
appreciation for it. In this case, since I am working with kindergarteners, I will use this
as a comparison for my research. Does this work or does this just allow students to be
trapped in the digital world?
Steff, J. (ipad tech). (2012, February 10).
I interviewed Jane Steff, Technical Support personal of Corl Street Elementary, to get
background information about the implementation of iPads in the State College Area
School District. I will use the information she gave me as background information about
the intended use of iPads and creative ways to incorporate iPads in my classroom.
Appendix K: Sources Sited in paper
Barrate, T,. 103 Interesting ways to use an iPAd in the classroom. Creative Commons
Attribution. Retrieved from
https://docs.google.com/a/scasd.org/present/view?id=dhn2vcv5_721gdk5jtd8
&pli=1

Hu, W. (2011, January 4). Math that moves: schools embrace the iPad. The New York
Times. Retrieved from
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/01/05/education/05tablets.html?pagewanted=
all
Levy, P. (2011, July 11). Putting the iPad to work in elementary classrooms. The
Journal: Transforming Education Through Technology. Retrieved from
http://thejournal.com/articles/2011/07/11/putting-the-ipad-to-work-inelementary-classrooms.aspx
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